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Today, we draw to a close our series, Generous God.
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The thrust of the series has been God’s generosity to us in Jesus Christ produces a life of generosity.
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Pervasive generosity. Generosity in all of life. Generosity with time, talents, treasures, testimony,
relationships, hospitality, forgiveness. All of life.

E R, Ak SR, IR ARIFM . . HE. LE. MG AEEE. T
B, —AM—,

The challenge to each of us is to acknowledge it is possible to be generous in one area of life but
stingy in another.
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It is possible to give away large portions of our finances and assets while not willing to serve in a
ministry. That’s because our time is more valuable than money.
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Ornot draw close to others and share our hearts and emotions because our privacy is more valuable.
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The radical generosity of God to us in Jesus Christ, which is holistic in its salvation, produces a
pervasively generous life in his followers.
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Radical generosity is so much more than money but not less than what we do with our money.
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That is why I have not really focussed on the issue of money until today...right at the end.
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There are three main reasons why we are doing this now. Firstly, it’s because I want to celebrate.
While we have had some significant financial struggles this year due to the childcare centre plans
not coming to fruition, we have excelled in meeting the mortgage payments.
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We took out a loan in 2014 to part-fund the significant rebuild and renovation of our facilities. Last
week, we made the final payment on that loan, and we are now debt-free! It was a remarkable
effort, given we started the year with over $90,000 to pay down.



Traditional

KA 2014 FAHRMIBR AN TR EZEZRTH BB ETLPHFT B2, FBKME
T EEHR 6 A — R, AAKRMCEIAELT! %ﬁi&ﬂ%mﬁi 9 & THY
BHRHA, BRATIEGE S,

Secondly, because Jesus talks about money, possessions, greed, and wealth a lot in Luke’s gospel.

K, BAIRKE (Biad) T 5RF2NEH, HE, FFHE.

1/3 of his parables are on the topic. He warns of the dangers and what it looks like to live a life of
pervasive generosity.
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Thirdly, our perspective on money and possessions and wealth—and how we handle them—Ilies
at the very heart of the Christian life.
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That’s not an overstatement. The Bible emphatically demonstrates that what we do with them will
influence eternity
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God has recorded in the Bible everything we need to know about his investment priorities, his high
standards of management, and the rewards he offers his faithful stewards.
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That’s why the central focus of this series has been:
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not insurance but assurance,

not securities but security,

not trust funds but faith,

not principal but principles,

not real estate but our eternal home.
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The issue of riches and wealth and money comes up again and again as Jesus walks the road to
Jerusalem and teaches his disciples what it means to follow him.
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As he draws near to Jerusalem, Jesus is asked a question by a man known for centuries as the ‘rich
young ruler.’
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With this interaction with Jesus, there are three things to learn about money, wealth and
possessions. (Outline in St. Paul’s App)
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Firstly, we see the danger of wealth in the middle of the passage. In v24, Jesus looks right at this
young man and says:
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“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
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Jesus is using a metaphor of impossibility here. The camel was the biggest land animal that people
knew of at that time. The eye of the needle was the smallest hole.
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It is like us using the metaphor, “They’ve got a snowball’s chance in hell”. It is virtually impossible
for the rich to get into heaven.
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As I was writing this, the world’s richest person has a personal fortune of $US251 Billion. I don’t
appear on any published rich list.
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But when Jesus speaks about rich people, he is talking to people like me - and you.
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He is saying it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than it is for US to get into
heaven.
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Notice the reaction from those who were listening to this incident, v26: “Who then can be saved?”
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The disciples are confused because, in their culture, they thought the rich ones were particularly
blessed by God.
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Jesus responds, what is impossible with MEN is possible with GOD. Jesus didn’t say, “What is
impossible with RICH PEOPLE”.
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He said, “What is impossible with ALL PEOPLE is possible with God”.
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He is saying ALL. SALVATION is a miracle. It is impossible that anyone would be saved because,
as Romans 3 says “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
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It is not possible for anyone to be saved except for God intervening and doing the impossible.
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The reason Jesus raises it here is because the same thing that makes salvation impossible for all of
us is made worse by money.
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The Old Testament book of Proverbs is primarily concerned with how to navigate life in God’s
world well.
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It says a lot about money and two important things about the spiritual power of money.
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Firstly, money has the spiritual power to distract you from what is important.
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Distracted enough, so we don’t have time to really ask the important questions like what am I here
for? What am I really accomplishing in life?
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Proverbs 11:4 says: Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from
death.
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That is saying money can’t help us when the troubles in life hit. It does attempt to give us the deep
delusion that if we have enough of it, we are safe.
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But we’re not safe from grief and bereavement, from illness, from disaster. Ironically, not even
safe from financial ruin.
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Money can’t stop death, tragedy, and heartbreak, and when they come, we’re not ready.
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Money has the power to distract us from the important questions of life.
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Secondly, Proverbs says that money can distort our self-image.
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In Proverbs 30:8-9 it says: give me neither poverty nor riches but give me only my daily bread.
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’
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To see a person humbled under prosperity is the greatest rarity in the world. It puts us in a place
where we say, “Who is God? Why do I need him?”
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Let’s go back to the beginning of this passage and unpack why wealth is so dangerous to us.
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18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “Why do
you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you
shall not give false testimony, honour your father and mother.’” “All these I have kept since 1
was a boy,” he said.
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We should be shocked by Jesus’ answer to the question of ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’
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Jesus says, ‘Obey the 10 commandments.” The implication is that this is how we get eternal life.
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This should shock us because immediately before this, Jesus tells a story of a Pharisee and a tax
collector where the obedient religious man went home not saved, but the sinner is saved.
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So why didn’t Jesus just say here: “/’m on the way to Jerusalem to die on the cross to pay a ransom
and to take the penalty you deserve for your sin. If you put your trust in me, you will have eternal
life.”
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That would be consistent with what Jesus has said elsewhere and the rest of the New Testament.
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But to say, “I’ve come to die for your sins”, would have been incomprehensible to this young man.
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Like most people, he doesn’t think he’s got a problem. Look what he says in v21: All these I have
kept since I was a boy.”
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In other words, “/ DON 'T NEED A RESCUER. I'm a good person. I might not be perfect, but I
don t need a rescuer.”
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Jesus 1s digging deeper into this man’s heart.
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Deep down, he must have been feeling something wasn’t right—something missing.
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It’s understandable. We’ll always feel insecure if we think we can get right with God by being
good.
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Even those who project an image that they’ve got it all together on the outside, on the inside, they
know better.
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WE know better too. We know what we have done and thought we could hide but can’t hide them
from our conscience.
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Jesus is reminding this man that his first, and fundamental, problem is that he is, in fact, NOT good
- no mere mortal is.
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Jesus then goes on to show him where he is not good in v22:
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When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

6



Traditional

HHERT, I [1ES S —1: BEFI—IFH ), PEFA, ALTHE
’éf—t; ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ’%ﬁo _/

Jesus has never suggested to anyone else that the way to be saved is to give all your money to the
poor.
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He is doing it here because it is a brilliant strategy to help this rich man to see he needs rescuing.
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Jesus targets his idol, the thing he is looking to give him, what only God can give him.

IRk 22 T LAY ARAR, AT S KRERFE], B8 EFF e, Rd,

Money is not just a tool for him. It is an identity scorecard. It’s his security and hope. This is the
thing that is squeezing God out of his life.
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When Jesus presses him on this one, he sees that he, in fact, hasn’t obeyed the commandments at
all.
& ARAR G AR RS, BRI TR EAR KA TR

Jesus pushed him to give it all up and follow him.
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He couldn’t. Verse 23 says he became very sad. He is deeply grieved. Deeply distressed. His
money is not just money to him.
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His money to him is MOST important. He didn’t want God to get in the way of what was more
important to him.
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He hasn’t obeyed the 10 commandments after all. He couldn’t even get past the first one: “You will
have no other gods.” His money was his god.
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Jesus sets up money as the alternative god when he says you cannot serve both God and money.
We are devoted to one or the other, but it can’t be both.
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Wealth is that dangerous.
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The obvious next question is how do we escape the danger?
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The first thing is to assume you are in denial. Jesus is blunt because this rich young ruler is in
denial.
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That is the nature of addiction. An addict will say, ‘I°’m not addicted. I don 't have a problem.’ The
first thing is to assume we are under the influence.
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Assume that the amount of money you think you need is MORE than what you really need.
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Also, assume that the amount of money you think you can give away is less than what you really
can give away.
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ASSUME IT PLEASE. The Bible says that money makes us blind.
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The second thing to do is look to the Rich Young Ruler. Why would we do that when he walks
away sad and rejects Jesus?
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What I mean is look to the OTHER ‘Rich Young Ruler’ in this passage!
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Jesus was around 30-32 when he was heading to Jerusalem.
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The Bible says he existed with God for eternity. He made everything. He rules and sustains
everything. He owns everything.
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He left that aside and came from heaven to identify with the spiritual poverty of humanity.
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He is on his way to Jerusalem to die on a cross and into a poverty deeper than anyone has ever
gone. He will be stripped of everything - including his life!
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2 Corinthians 8:9 puts it in economic terms: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might
become rich.
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He was drained of all riches so that we, though poor, can receive his riches.
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In Jesus, we get adoption into God’s family, forgiveness, pardon, and eternal life. It is the only
wealth that makes us truly secure, even in and beyond death.
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We need to look to the true Rich Young Ruler until we get excited over what he has achieved for
us and gifted us. That is what this series on Generous God has been all about.
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Look to the glorious news of God’s grace and riches to us in the Lord Jesus until it drains all power
out of money and possessions.
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Until it just becomes mere currency. Just money and no longer our security and self-esteem.
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The third thing to do is have a plan to use your wealth with purpose. To use it with eternity in
mind as stewards of God’s resources.

BB MOFRRE—EA BORERRGHEHH. HELFTRHER, B4
F A4 R EA

Step 1: Investigate what percentage of your income you are giving away.
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How much goes to Christian ministry and charity? Christianity ministry to help people out of
spiritual poverty and to charity to help people out of physical and emotional poverty.
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Step 2: if not at least 10% - the very least amount that the disciples are to give away - work out
how you can aggressively move towards 10% this year!
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Step 3: figure out what sacrifices you are going to make to get there.
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If you don’t need to make sacrifices to give 10%, then you aren’t giving enough.
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Sacrificial giving is not about a percentage. It is when our living standard changes in such a way
that we feel loss.
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Let me just add what Jesus says at the end of these verses. Having seen the rich man walk away
sad, Peter pipes up in v28: “We have left all we had to follow you!”
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Jesus reassures the disciples that though they may have sacrificed many things and left many things,
they will not fail to receive many more blessings now and forever.
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“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters
or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much
in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”
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Step 4: decide what you are giving to and follow through with it. Make yourself accountable.
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Giving is a spiritual issue, and like all spiritual issues, we are accountable for it.
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To live radically generous lives with our money, wealth, and possessions, we don’t need courage.
We need joy.
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We need to be relaxed and at peace and secure enough to do it.
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This joy only comes when we look at the true rich young ruler who lost everything so that we could
gain everything.
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The more we look to Jesus and the riches we have in him, the freer we are to live a pervasively
generous life.
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